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Sir: 



I . 



The Applicant, through its representatives and attorneys, 
hereby brings to the attention of the Examiner the six (6) 
additional documents noted in the accompanying Form PTO-1449. 
Copies are provided. 

This submission is timely in that it is made prior to the 
first action on the merits of the application, insofar as the 
files of the undersigned show. 

This will also certify that each item of information 
contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this statement. Specifically, these items were noted 
in a European Search Report (ESR) dated December 2, 2003 for the 
corresponding EP application. A copy of the ESR is provided for 
the convenience of the Examiner and to show the perceived 
relevance of each of the cited documents. A copy of the Annex to 
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PATENT APPLICATION 



^the ESR is also provided. 

It may be noted that the JP publication submitted with the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed on June 14, 2002 is a 
patent family member to US 6,285 403 cited in category P, Y in 
this search report. 

II. 

The Applicant, through its attorneys, also provides a copy 
of Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 6-253170 
cited at page 3, lines 19 to 23 of the specification as filed. 
The inadvertence in citing another document, but overl^^j^pfrlj^p-j-^ 
citation of this document is regretted. 
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Please take these additional documents into account in the 
initial examination of this application and make their 
consideration of record. 

Respectfully submitt 

Dated: December 2003 
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' WO 94/07334 A 
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Sony Corp. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form wilh next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ! See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office thai issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the senal number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropnate symbols as indicated on the document under WjPO Standard ST.16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Initials' 


Cte 
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and/or country where published. 


r 




CA 


International Search Report dated June 18, 2002 






CB 








CC 








CD 








I Examiner I 
Signature I 



T5ate 
I Considered 



] 



